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Meijer Pharmacies Collect Four Tons of Unwanted Medications in
Eight Weeks
New in-store kiosks are a hit with customers as Meijer pharmacies make it convenient to dispose of
unused or expired medications

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. – Two months after launching a Consumer Drug Take-Back Program in each of its 241
supercenters across the Midwest, Meijer announced today that it has helped dispose of more than four tons of
unwanted and potentially hazardous medications.

 

“The response since installing the kiosks in all of our pharmacies is a strong indication that our customers
appreciate having a safe and easy way to properly dispose of unused, unwanted or expired medications,” said
Jason Beauch, Vice President of Meijer Pharmacy. “If you live near any Meijer store in the Midwest, then you
have easy access to this new service.”

 

As National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day approaches on April 27, Meijer pharmacists are preparing for even
more customers to take advantage of this new program.

 

Meijer customers can use the kiosks during pharmacy hours to dispose any unused, unwanted or expired
medications – including opioids, controlled substances, and over-the-counter medications. They can ask for help
if needed, but the kiosks are positioned in the pharmacies so that they can simply come in and drop the
medications off, no questions asked. Meijer is one of the first retailers in the industry to provide a secure and
convenient prescription drug take-back program at all its stores.

 

Items that are not accepted as part of the program include needles or other sharps, asthma inhalers, mercury
thermometers, medications that contain Iodine and illicit drugs, including marijuana, and any prescription
medications obtained illegally.

 

Once the medications are dropped into the kiosks, Meijer pharmacists follow procedures to properly document,
transport and dispose of medications on a regular basis. The Meijer Drug Take-Back Program complies with the
rules and safety guidelines established by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and HIPAA privacy
laws.

 

The program supports a growing community need to have access to a safe method for disposing unused
medications. According to the DEA’s 2017 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 6 million Americans
misused controlled prescription drugs. The study shows that most abused prescription drugs were obtained
from family and friends, often from the home medicine cabinet.

 

National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day is from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 27.

 

To find a Meijer Pharmacy, go to Meijer.com/Pharmacy.

 

About Meijer: Meijer is a Grand Rapids, Mich.-based retailer that operates more than 240 supercenters
throughout Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky and Wisconsin. A privately-owned and family-operated
company since 1934, Meijer pioneered the “one-stop shopping” concept and has evolved through the years to
include expanded fresh produce and meat departments, as well as pharmacies, comprehensive apparel

https://www.meijer.com/services/pharmacy.html


departments, pet departments, garden centers, toys and electronics. For additional information on Meijer,
please visit www.meijer.com. Follow Meijer on Twitter @twitter.com/Meijer and @twitter.com/MeijerPR or
become a fan at www.facebook.com/meijer.

 

# # #

For further information: Joe Hirschmugl, joseph.hirschmugl@meijer.com, 616-791-3943
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