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Cleveland Clinic Children’s School-Based Healthcare Program
Receives $2 Million Donation from Meijer
Support will be used to expand healthcare services for students in the community

Feb. 23, 2021, CLEVELAND: Meijer has donated $2 million to Cleveland Clinic Children’s school-based
healthcare program which provides medical care to children while they are at school. The support from Meijer
will be used to purchase a mobile unit that will visit school districts in Northeast Ohio regularly throughout the
school year to provide any needed healthcare. This will be Cleveland Clinic Children’s second unit and will help
expand services into the Cleveland Metropolitan School District.

Children in Cleveland public schools are disproportionately affected by poverty, and there is great need for
access to primary care. The mobile unit, which acts as a full-service pediatric office, provides health and
wellness services to students from kindergarten through 12th grade including: complete physical examinations,
diagnosis and treatment of acute and chronic illness; immunizations; first aid and more. Children have access to
services regardless of their health insurance status.

“We know education is a social determinant of health and can have a lifelong impact on a person’s health and
wellbeing,” said Roopa Thakur, M.D., FAAP, pediatrician and medical director of Cleveland Clinic Children’s
school-based healthcare program. “Missing school due to health concerns, or not accessing care because you
don’t want to miss school, can disrupt a child’s long-term health and development. Our program aims to help
combat this by offering pediatric healthcare services while also ensuring kids stay in school and parents don’t
miss work for an office visit.”

In the 2019-2020 school year, the school-based health program served 1,894 unique patients.  This year, the
program hopes to expand patient enrollment in its partner districts:

Cleveland Metropolitan School District
East Cleveland
Step Forward Greater Cleveland
Maple Heights
Warrensville Heights
Lakewood

As the COVID-19 pandemic worsened, and students moved to virtual learning, there was an increased need for
access to consistent quality healthcare for children. Even when school is conducted virtually, the unit is on-site
ensuring the ability to provide seamless and consistent care. “This generous donation will help us serve our
current patients and broaden our reach to others in need. The impact of this support is really immeasurable,”
added Dr. Thakur. 

To meet the need for remote care during the pandemic, the school-based healthcare program expanded its
telemedicine services to address new concerns and follow-up care for chronic conditions, when appropriate.
Additionally, caregivers at Cleveland Clinic Children’s continue to provide educational talks on adolescent
health, hygiene, dental health and other topics throughout the school year. The medical clinic at Lakewood High
School also continues to serve students, school staff, and the community with medical and mental health
services.

“Meijer cares deeply about the communities we serve, especially the health and wellbeing of the people who
live in them,” Meijer President & CEO Rick Keyes said. “We’re pleased to continue our partnership with
Cleveland Clinic to not only expand convenient access to healthcare services for children, but to also meet
them where they are – at school.”

Meijer has been a generous partner supporting several Cleveland Clinic programs. The relationship began in
2018 when Meijer hosted a holiday party for Cleveland Clinic Children's Hospital with donated toys and snacks
for patients and families. During the pandemic, Meijer also donated thousands of dollars in gift cards to help
with Cleveland Clinic’s COVID-19 response.  

Editor’s Note: High definition b-roll of Cleveland Clinic Children’s pediatric mobile unit in use and an interview
with Dr. Thakur is available for download here.

About Cleveland Clinic Children’s

Cleveland Clinic Children’s is a part of the Cleveland Clinic health system and offers full medical, surgical and

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/nvoei0ov2apjv7s/AAB42qThsmSA6y-nbnrDuRLfa?dl=0


rehabilitative care for infants, children and adolescents. Cleveland Clinic Children’s supports 389 beds in four
acute care hospitals and one post-acute specialty hospital. In addition, pediatric services are available at more
than 50 outpatient clinic locations across Northeast Ohio. A staff of more than 300 full-time pediatricians and
sub-specialists see 750,000 pediatric visits each year and provide hospital care for 13,000 children per year.
Cleveland Clinic Children’s is a non-profit, multi-specialty academic medical center integrating clinical care,
research, and education. Cleveland Clinic Children’s consistently ranks among the “Best Children’s Hospitals”
by U.S. News & World Report. Visit us online at www.clevelandclinic.org/childrens and on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/clevelandclinicchildrens.

About Cleveland Clinic

Cleveland Clinic is a nonprofit multispecialty academic medical center that integrates clinical and hospital care
with research and education. Located in Cleveland, Ohio, it was founded in 1921 by four renowned physicians
with a vision of providing outstanding patient care based upon the principles of cooperation, compassion and
innovation. Cleveland Clinic has pioneered many medical breakthroughs, including coronary artery bypass
surgery and the first face transplant in the United States. U.S. News & World Report consistently names
Cleveland Clinic as one of the nation’s best hospitals in its annual “America’s Best Hospitals” survey. Among
Cleveland Clinic’s 66,000 employees are more than 4,200 salaried physicians and researchers and 16,600
nurses, representing 140 medical specialties and subspecialties. Cleveland Clinic’s health system includes a
165-acre main campus near downtown Cleveland, 11 regional hospitals in northeast Ohio, more than 180
northern Ohio outpatient locations – including 18 full-service family health centers and three health and
wellness centers – and locations in southeast Florida; Las Vegas, Nev.; Toronto, Canada; Abu Dhabi, UAE; and
London, England. In 2018, there were 7.9 million total outpatient visits, 238,000 hospital admissions and
observations, and 220,000 surgical cases throughout Cleveland Clinic’s health system. Patients came for
treatment from every state and 185 countries. Visit us at clevelandclinic.org. Follow us at
twitter.com/CCforMedia and twitter.com/ClevelandClinic. News and resources available
at newsroom.clevelandclinic.org.
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