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Meijer Accelerates its Commitment to Reducing Carbon Emissions 50
Percent by 2025 with Renewable Solar Project
Retailer to source clean, renewable energy in steps toward reaching goal of reducing 50 percent of
absolute carbon emissions by 2025

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., March 3, 2022 /PRNewswire/ -- Midwestern retailer Meijer announced today its
involvement in a utility-scale solar project that will make significant strides toward its recently announced
carbon reduction goal.

The retailer signed a renewable energy power purchase agreement (VPPA) with developer Duke Energy
Sustainable Solutions*, which states Meijer will purchase a portion of all energy generated by the project for the
first 15 years of operation. The project broke ground in Navarro County, Texas on 1,800 acres of land and is
expected to be completed by the end of the year.

"At Meijer, we are motivated to make an impact in the local communities we serve, and beyond, by doing our
part and taking the necessary steps to reduce carbon emissions," Meijer President & CEO Rick Keyes said.
"Meijer has made significant progress over the years to integrate sustainability into our daily operations. We're
committed to these ongoing efforts and a project like this brings us closer to our industry leading sustainability
goals."

Each year, the Pisgah Ridge Solar project will generate approximately 200,000 megawatt hours of energy for
the first year dedicated to Meijer. This clean energy will account for a reduction of more than 103,000 metric
tons of CO2e from the retailer's operations – equal to the amount of greenhouse gas emissions involved with
removing more than 20,000 vehicles from the road, or the carbon sequestered from 125,000 acres of U.S.
forests.

"Renewable energy assets like the Pisgah Ridge Solar project contribute to a cleaner, stronger economy and
help create a more diverse energy infrastructure. We're pleased to be working with Meijer to create jobs,
strengthen the local economy and generate cleaner energy, while also helping them address their carbon
reduction goal," said Chris Fallon, President of Duke Energy Sustainable Solutions.

This announcement comes on the heels of the recent commitment from Meijer to reduce 50 percent of its
absolute carbon emissions by 2025. The renewable solar project with Duke Energy Sustainable Solutions is the
first of multiple strategic partnerships that Meijer will form to achieve its carbon reduction goal, which is rooted
in the company's mission to be a good neighbor by serving its communities, as well as protecting the planet for
tomorrow. 

Meijer is building on its longstanding commitment to the environment by integrating sustainability into daily
operations, addressing carbon and waste reduction, recycling, offering local and sustainable products and
continuing responsible growth.

"We're proud to be part of this project to enable energy creation through a renewable energy source," said Erik
Petrovskis, Director of Environmental Compliance and Sustainability at Meijer. "We believe we have a
responsibility to improve the world around us because it's the right thing to do."

Schneider Electric, the leading global advisor on corporate renewable energy procurement, supported Meijer in
the selection of and negotiations for the solar project.

"As one of the largest Midwest supermarket chains, Meijer has made commitments to reduce their carbon
emissions by 2025, and it is an honor for Schneider Electric to advise them on adding renewable energy to their
portfolio," said Steve Wilhite, President of Schneider Electric's Sustainability Business. "The need for
organizations to take immediate action to decarbonize is at an all-time high, and we are excited to see
organizations like Meijer leading the charge to include renewable energy as a part of their long-term strategy."

About Meijer: Meijer is a Grand Rapids, Mich.-based retailer that operates 258 supercenters and grocery
stores throughout Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky and Wisconsin. A privately-owned and family-
operated company since 1934, Meijer pioneered the "one-stop shopping" concept and has evolved through the
years to include expanded fresh produce and meat departments, as well as pharmacies, comprehensive
apparel departments, pet departments, garden centers, toys and electronics. For additional information on
Meijer, please visit www.meijer.com. Follow Meijer on Twitter at twitter.com/Meijer and twitter.com/MeijerPR or
become a fan at www.facebook.com/meijer. 
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About Duke Energy Sustainable Solutions:  Duke Energy Sustainable Solutions (DESS) is a nonregulated
commercial brand of Duke Energy (NYSE: DUK) – a Fortune 150 company and one of the largest energy holding
companies in the U.S. – headquartered in Charlotte, N.C.

Duke Energy Sustainable Solutions is a leader in sustainable energy, helping large enterprises reduce power
costs, lower emissions and increase resiliency. The team provides wind, solar, resilient backup power and
managed energy services to over 1,000 projects across the U.S., with a total electric capacity of more than
5,100 megawatts of nonregulated renewable energy. Visit Duke Energy Sustainable Solutions and follow
on LinkedIn and YouTube for more information.

Duke Energy is executing an aggressive clean energy strategy to create a smarter energy future for its
customers and communities – with goals of at least a 50 percent carbon reduction by 2030 and net-zero carbon
emissions by 2050. The company is a top U.S. renewable energy provider, on track to operate or purchase
16,000 megawatts of renewable energy capacity by 2025. More information about the company is available
at duke-energy.com.

* Duke Energy Sustainable Solutions is a non-regulated commercial brand of Duke Energy Corporation, which
includes the following subsidiaries of Duke Energy Corporation that are registered to transact business in
various states and may be branded as Duke Energy Sustainable Solutions for marketing purposes: Duke Energy
One, Inc.; Duke Energy Commercial Enterprises, Inc.; Duke Energy Renewables, Inc.; Duke Energy Renewables
Commercial, LLC; Duke Energy Renewable Services, LLC.; Duke Energy Renewables Storage, LLC; Duke Energy
Renewables Wind, LLC.; Duke Energy Renewables Solar, LLC.; and REC Solar Commercial Corporation.

About Schneider Electric: Schneider's purpose is to empower all to make the most of our energy and
resources, bridging progress and sustainability for all. We call this Life Is On. Our mission is to be your digital
partner for Sustainability and Efficiency. We drive digital transformation by integrating world-leading process
and energy technologies, end-point to cloud connecting products, controls, software and services, across the
entire lifecycle, enabling integrated company management, for homes, buildings, data centers, infrastructure
and industries. We are the most local of global companies. We are advocates of open standards and partnership
ecosystems that are passionate about our shared Meaningful Purpose, Inclusive and Empowered values.
www.se.com.
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